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CIGARETTE   ADVERTISING 


from   THE  CHURCH   SECTION   DESERET 

NEWS 


RECENTLY       SENATOR       RICHARD      L. 

NEUBERGER  of  Oregon  made  a  vigor- 
ous attack  on  the  floor  of  the  United  States 
Senate  against  current  cigarette  advertising 
practices.  In  making  his  attack,  the  Senator 
declared: 

"I  particularly  call  Mr.  Norr's  factual  and 
convincing  article  to  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  because  magazines  and  newspapers  to- 
day are  crammed  with  advertising  which  seeks 
to  convince  men  and  women  that  the  smoking 
of  cigarettes  will,  somehow,  contribute  to  suc- 
cess and  happiness.  Thousands  of  costly  radio 
and  television  programmes  aspire  to  the  same 
goal — the  exaltation  of  smoking  .... 

"We  know,  of  course,  that  this  is  non- 
sense. Cigarette  smoking,  far  from  being 
beneficial,  is  dangerous  to  human  health.  Re- 
peated tests  and  studies  have  demonstrated  that 
it  may  even  induce  the  deadliest  and  ominous 
of  all  diseases,  cancer — cancer  which  is  local- 
ized in  the  lungs,  and  in  most  instances,  is 
hopelessly  and  angonizingly  fatal  .  .  . 

'The  extensive  advertising  of  cigarettes  is 
cleverly  calculated  to  appeal  to  young  people. 
Young  men  are  influenced  by  commercials 
showing  famous  baseball  stars  add  other 
athletic  heroes  smoking  cigarettes.  The  im- 
plication is  that  cigarette  smoking  has  perhaps 
contributed  to  prowess  on  the  baseball 
diamond  or  football  field  .  .  ." 
THE  "NORR  NEWSLETTER  About  Smok- 
ing and  Health,"  published  at  1 1  West 
42nd  Street,  New  York,  reports  that  Sweden 
has  stopped  all  tobacco  advertising  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  youth  of  the  country.  In  com- 
menting on  this  point,  Mr.  Norr  says: 

"Following  the  stoppage  of  all  tobacco 
advertising  in  Sweden,  in  the  interest  of  youth, 
here  are  some  of  the  further  steps  that  have 
been  taken: 

"The  nature  and  effects  of  tobacco  are  to 
be  taueht  in  the  schools,  not  only  in  the  teach- 
ing of  biology  and  hygiene,  but  also  in  special 
courses   on  temperance    .   .    .   School   medical 


officers  and  nurses  are  enjoined  to  promote 
propaganda  against  smoking  .  .  .  The  Tobacco 
Monopoly  is  aiding  various  medical  bodies  in 
a  study  of  how  best  to  control  smoking  by 
children  .  .  The  industry  has  not  only  offered 
11,000  crowns  for  the  best  essay  on  the  sub- 
ject of  control,  but  has  given  300,000  crowns 
to  cancer  research  .  .  .  Radio,  the  press  and  all 
other  media  have  been  mobilized  for  the 
educational  task  undertaken  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health." 

IN   MAKING  FURTHER  COMMENTS   on 

facts  and  figures  on  tobacco  smoking  in 
the  United  States,  Mr.  Norr  says: 

"Nonsmokers:  Of  the  49,581,000  males 
and  55,096,000  females  in  the  civilian  non- 
institutional  population  of  the  United  States  as 
of  February  1955,  an  estimated  11,360,000 
males,  and  37,202.000  females,  or  22.9  and  67.5 
per  cent,  respectively  have  never  smoked. 

"Teenage  smoking:  The  trend  is  definitely 
toward  child  smokers.  Presently  the  esitmate 
of  tobacco  initiation  for  male  is  15.6  years. 

"WOMEN  SMOKERS:  About  18  million 
women  use  tobacco,  mostly  cigarettes." 
Mr.  Norr  from  time  to  time  has  made 
studies  of  the  filters  being  used  by  many 
cigarette  companies  today,  and  claims  that  in 
many  instances  the  filters  do  not  keep  out  the 
main  portion  of  injurious  substances  which 
are  linked  with  lung  cencer.  He  feels,  as  he 
has  expressed  it.  that  the  filters  make  good 
"sales  talk"  but  actually  do  not  provide  pro- 
tection against  the  dangerous  substances  in 
tobacco  smoke.  Other  research  is  being  made 
on  this  subject,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to 
see  the  result. 

He  quotes  from  the  Wall  Street  Journal: 
Cigarette  makers  have  found  that  smoke 
flavour  from  the  mild-cured  tobacco  could 
scarcely  penetrate  the  filter  in  the  increasingly 
pooular  filter  tin  cigarettes.  Their  solution: 
Mix  in  more  of  the  stronger  leaf  to  kick  a 
satisfactory  taste  through  the  filter." 


May.  1957. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


67 


Vol.  32. 


No.  5. 


Gumorah's 

Southern  Messenger 


MAY   1957 


Editor:  Glen  G.  Fisher. 

Assoc.  Editor:         C.   T.   Asplund. 

CONTENTS 

Cigarette  Advertising 66 

Church  Around  the  World  . .  67 

Take  a  Look  at  Yourself     . .  68 

Bishop  Carl  W.  Buehner     . .  69 

The  Lord's  Holy  Day 70 

On  the  Shelf  (Book  Review)  71 

Book  of  Mormon  Quiz   ....  71 

Search  the  Scriptures     ....  72 

The  Value  of  a  Testimony  . .  74 

A  Poem 75 

District    Highlights 76 

Missionary  Page 79 


COVER  PICTURE 
CARL  W.  BUEHNER 


Subscription  rates:   5/-  per  year. 
Overseas:    $1. 

In   case   of   change   of   address 
notify  mission  office  immediately. 


The  "C.S.M."  is  published 
monthly  in  South  Africa  by  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day   Saints. 

Phone  6-3334. 

"Cuinorah,"  Main  and  Grove 
Roads,    Mowbray.    C.P., 
Union  of  South  Africa. 


127th  ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE   CONLUDES 


REPORTS  of  progress  in  all 
phases  of  activity,  and 
words  of  counsel,  admonition  and 
encouragement  from  the  General 
Authorities  featured  the  sessions 
of  the  127th  annual  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Church  which 
came  to  a  close  Sunday,  April  7, 
in  the  historic  Tabernacle  on 
Temple  Square. 

Again  as  he  has  since  becom- 
ing President  of  the  Church  in 
1951,  President  David  O.  McKay 
presided  and  conducted  all  ses- 
sions of  the  conference,  assisted 
by  his  counselors  in  the  First 
Presidency,  President  Stephen 
L.  Richards  and  President  J. 
Reuben  Clark,  Jr. 

In  addition  to  the  six  general 
sessions  of  the  conference,  held 
morning  and  afternoon  on  Fri- 
day, Saturday  and  Sunday,  a 
general  priesthood  meeting  was 
held  Saturday  night.  Proceedings 
of  this  meeting  were  carried  by 
closed  circuit  telephone  relays  to 
assemblages  of  the  priesthood  of 
the  Church  throughout  the 
United  States. 

Other  additional  meetings  were 
a  missionary  conference  Friday 
night,  a  welfare  meeting  and 
patriarchs'  meeting  Saturday 
morning.  Sessions  of  the  51st 
annual  conference  of  the  Primary 
Association  preceded  the  general 
conference,  and  the  Sunday 
School  held  its  annual  sessions 
Sunday  afternoon  and  evening. 


As  is  customary  on  April  6,  the 
anniversary  of  the  organization 
of  the  Church  by  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  in  1830  in  Palmyra. 
N.Y.,  the  General  Authorities 
were  presented  and  sustained  by 
the  vote  of  the  membership, 
signified  by  the  uplifted  hand,  at 
the  Saturday  morning  conference 
session. 

All  Authorities  Present 

All  of  the  General  Authorities 
were  in  attendance,  and  all 
spoke  with  the  exception  of  Elder 
Spencer  W.  Kimball  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Twelve  and  Elder 
Thomas  E.  McKay,  Assistant  to 
the  Twelve,  who  were  not  called 
upon  because  of  health  condi- 
tions. 

— // 


LONDON  TEMPLE 

THE  London  Temple  is  about 
20  per  cent,  completed,  re- 
ported the  supervising  architect 
this  week  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Morris  L.  Winslade  of  T.  P. 
Bennett  and  Son,  Architects. 
London,  who  are  supervising  the 
work,  said  the  concrete  for  the 
basement,  basement  walls,  the 
first  floor  and  walls  has  been 
completed   and  water-proofed. 

Mr.  Winslade  said  that  barring 
any  unforseen  delays  the  building 
should  be  completed  by  the 
spring  of  1958. 


Though  we  travel  the  world  over  to  find  the 
beautiful,  we  must  carry  it  with  us,  or  find  it 
not. 
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An  address  given  by  Bishop  Carl  W. 
Buehner,  second  counsellor   in    the  Presiding 

Bishopric,  at  the  general  conference  of  the 
Chinch  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
April,    1954. 

iVTY  dear  brethren  and  sisters:  Each  general 
conference  seems  to  be  more  inspiring 
than  the  last,  and  this  is  certainly  no  excep- 
tion, from  the  outstanding  priesthood  meeting 
last  Saturday  evening  to  and  including  each 
session  to  this  moment. 

My  message  today  has  to  do  with  over- 
weight and  underweight.  We  are  great  people 
to  check  up  on  each  other.  We  have  our 
plans,  our  schedules,  our  programmes  and  our 
organizations.  I  should  like  to  suggest  this 
day  that  it  might  be  a  good  idea  to  check  up  a 
little  on  ourselves.  I  know  the  first  look  I 
have  of  myself  as  1  peek  in  the  mirror  early 
in  the  morning  is  really  quite  frightening,  and 
then  when  I  realize  what  the  next  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes  can  do  with  the  aid  of  a  few 
common  implements  we  find  in  the  bathroom, 
such  as  a  comb  and  brush  (for  those  who  need 
it),  a  razor,  washcloth,  toothbrush,  etc.,  for 
the  men;  and  for  the  sisters,  some  cold  cream, 
a  little  rouge,  face  powder,  and  lipstick,  the 
transformation  brings  confidence  and  cour- 
age to  face  the  problems  of  another  day.  Then 
when  you  arrive  at  work  and  someone  greets 
you  by  saying,  "Good  morning,  you  look  fine," 
you  are  so  enthusiastic  that  you  can  conquer 
anything  that  comes  your  way.  The  day 
seems  cheerful  and  bright. 

I  appreciate  the  fact  that  some  of  us  have 
physical  difficulties  that  require  a  doctor's 
check-up,  and  usually  after  a  good  physical 
check-up,  we  are  informed  that  we  have  high 
blood  pressure  and  that  we  are  overweight 
and  should  reduce.  This  could  easily  be  one  of 
my  difficulties.  I  have  been  supporting  Brother 
Benson  in  his  great  plan  of  disposing  of  gov- 
ernment surpluses  and  assisting  him  every  way 
possible  in  that  respect.  I  am  also  thoroughly 
converted  to  the  welfare  programme  in  which 
we  are  admonished  to  put  away  a  year's 
supply.  No  one  has  ever  indicated  that  we 
should  carry  around  a  half  year  of  it  and  put 
the  other  half  year's  supply  in  the  basement; 
but  many  of  us  do  it  that  way.  I  am  sure  our 
doctor  would  tell  us  that  it  is  well  to  be  con- 
verted to  these  great  programmes  but  that  we 
would  be  healthier  and  much  better  off  if  we 
M'ould  put  the  full  year's  supply  in  the  base- 
ment and  get  our  blood  pressure  down. 

Along  with  these  physical  habits  and  check- 
ups,  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  we  have  a 


TAKE  A  LOOK 
AT  YOURSELF 


little  spiritual  check-up,  and  ask  ourselves  a 
few  simple  questions.  I  am  appreciating,  too, 
a  great  deal  more  the  value  of  visual  aids  as 
we  have  observed  them  during  this  conference, 
and  would  like  to  suggest  that  we  make  a  little 
chart,  we  might  find  some  blank  spaces.  In 
other  words,  we  might  find  that  spiritually  we 
are  a  little  underweight.  We  might  even  be 
lightweights.  Some  of  us  might  even  be 
featherweights.  A  look  at  such  a  chart  will 
indicate  in  some  degree  our  spiritual  activity 
and  give  us  a  check-up  in  that  respect.  May 
I  suggest  that  we  ask  ourselves  some  of  these 
questions: 

Do  I  sustain  the  General  Authorities  of  the 
Church? 

Do  I  go  to  sacrament  meeting  and  renew  my 
covenants  with  my  heavenly  Father? 

Do  I  have  family  prayer  in  my  home? 

Do  I  have  the  Improvement  Era  in  my  home? 

Do  I  study  the  gospel  for  fifteen  minutes  each 
day? 

Do  1  have  home  evening? 

Do  I  pay  my  ward  maintenance? 

Do  I  offer  assistance  to  my  bishop? 

Do  I  do  something  to  make  my  home  happier? 

Am  I  a  good  neighbour? 

Do  I  fast  each  month  and  pay  my  fast  offer- 
ing to  the  bishop? 

Do  I  contribute  to  the  stake  and  ward  build- 
ing programme? 

Do  1  expose  my  neighbour  to  the  gospel? 

Do  J  pay  my  debts  and  live  within  my  means? 

Am  I  honest  with  the  Lord  in  the  payment  of 
my  tithes,  and  do  I  go  to  tithing  settle- 
ment? 

Do  I  do  my  ward  teaching? 

Do  I  participate  in  the  welfare  programme? 

Am   I   doing  my  research  and  temple  work? 

.Am  1  taking  advantage  of  the  auxiliaries:  the 
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Relief  Society,  the  Mutual.  Sunday  School 
and  Primary? 

We  might  add  to  this  list  many  other  ques- 
tions. If  we  could  transfer  some  of  the  sur- 
plus weight  we  carry  around  in  our  physical 
bodies  and  add  that  weight  to  our  spiritual 
lives  (and  I  do  not  think  that  we  will  ever  be- 
come overweight  in  this  respect),  we  will  in- 
crease our  weight  and  become  better  able  to 
fulfil  the  responsibilities  and  obligations  that 
the  Lord  expects  of  us  and  to  carry  out  the 
counsel  of  the  leadership  of  the  Church. 

We  are  all  interested  in  security.  I  tell  you. 
brethren  and  sisters,  that  no  greater  security 
can  come  to  any  member  of  the  Church  than 
to  keep  the  commandments  of  our  heavenly 
Father,  especially  those  of  tithing,  fast  offering 
and  aiding  the  welfare  programme.  When  I 
think  of  the  great  blessings  promised  to  the 
membership  of  the  Church  from  the  payment 
of  an  honest  tithing,  I  feel  there  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  who  can  afford  not  to  pay 
his  tithing.  Likewise,  great  blessings  come 
from  fasting  and  prayer. 

I  remember  not  long  ago  being  in  a  stake 
where  I  had  given  a  little  talk  on  the  value  of 
fasting  and  paying  fast  offerings.  Near  the 
end  of  the  meeting,  one  of  the  brethren  said. 
"Brother  Buehner,  I  believe  all  you  have  said 
but  would  like  to  ask  this  question:  What  if 
after  the  fasting  period  is  over  you  are  so 
hungry  that  you  don't  only  eat  the  meal  you 
are  entitled  to  but  you  literally  eat  the  two 
meals  you  fasted?"  I  could  not  help  feeling 
that  this  is  very  typical  of  us  human  beings. 
We  are  not  going  to  give  away  anything  we 
can  reclaim.  T  made  these  observations  at  the 
time.  First,  my  advice  would  be  that  we 
should  not  eat  three  meals  at  the  same  time 
and   undo   the    wonderful    blessing     that     has 


come  from  fasting,  but  more  important  than 
this,  I  indicated,  "I  do  not  care  how  much  you 
eat  after  the  twenty-four-hour  fasting  period  is 
over,  just  see  that  you  do  not  eat  the  Lord's 
two  meals."  I  feel  sure  this  is  good  advice. 
The  Lord  has  promised  wonderful  blessings 
from  keeping  the  commandments  of  the  fast. 

I  feel  I  shall  not  take  more  time.  I  love  this 
Church.  I  love  its  devoted  leadership.  I  admire 
and  love  you  people.  The  world  looks  bright 
and  happy  to  me.  1  am  glad  to  be  alive  ana" 
sincerely  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless  each 
and  every  one  of  you,  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 
Christ.     Amen. 


XJISHOP  CARL  W  BUEHNER.  second- 
counsellor  to  the  Presiding  Bishop, 
Joseph  L.  Wirthlin,  was  born  in  Germany  and 
travelled  to  America  as  a  two  year-old  child, 
when  his  parents,  experiencing  the  soirit  of 
gathering,  left  their  home  to  go  to  that  new 
land.  Not  only  the  strange  land  but  also  a 
new  language  confronted  them — and  the 
difficulty  of  making  a  living  for  an  ever- 
increasing  family  when  both  language  and 
customs  were  difficult  to  understand.  Thus, 
early  in  life  Bishop  Buehner  learned  the  value 
of  work — and  also  the  theraoy  of  play,  for  at 
school  he  entered  into  the  athletic  programme 
and  won  eleven  letters  in  high  school  sports 
activities. 

Married  to  Lucille  Thurman,  August  22, 
1922,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple,  they  have 
reared  three  daughters  and  one  son.  Bishop 
Buehner's  Church  service  has  been  lon^  and 
varied.  He  served  in  the  bishopric  of  the 
Forest  Dale  Ward,  progressing  from  second 
to  first  counsellor  to  bishop.  Later,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Granite  Stake  high  council, 
then  to  second  and  later  to  first  counsellor  in 
the  stake  presidency,  and  finally  to  stake 
president  of  Granite  Stake.  He  was  also 
appointed  chairman  of  the  Salt  Lake  region 
of  the  Church  welfare  programme  where  he 
served  from  1946  to  1949,  when  his  region  was 
divided,  and  he  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
new  region,  the  Pioneer.  When  in  1951  he 
moved  from  Granite  Stake,  he  was  released 
from  the  stake  presidency  and  his  welfare- 
chairmanship,  but  he  was  then  appointed  a 
member  of  the  general  Church  welfare  com- 
mittee. He  has  travelled  widely  through  the 
stakes  of  the  Church  where  his  knowledge 
and  vision  of  the  welfare  programme  and  its 
operation  have  called  forth  an  enthusiastic 
response  to  his  own  vigorous  testimony  of  this 
work. 
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LEARN  IN  THY  YOUTH.  .  . 

THE  LORD'S  HOLY  DAY 


By  PRESIDENT  GLEN  G.  FISHER 


FEEL  that  there  is  need  of  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  commandment  to  keep 
the  Sabbath  Day  Holy.  Thousands  upon 
thousands  violate  this  commandment  every 
Sunday  until  such  transgression  has  become  so 
common  that  scarcely  a  thought  is  given  to 
the  Lord's  Holy  Day. 

Teachers  of  religion  are  compromising  with 
their  congregations.  Recently  a  leading  church 
in  America  announced  that  after  attendance  at 
an  early  service,  the  day  could  be  used  by  indi- 
viduals for  any  purpose.  It  would  seem  ridicu- 
lous to  say  that  the  fulfillment  of  one  law 
justifies  the  breaking  of  another.  But  that,  in 
effect,  is  what  is  being  said. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  does  not  deny  the  importance  of  Church 
attendance,  however,  and  it  is  the  teaching  of 
the  Church  that  there  is  a  definite  relationship 
between  keeping  the  Sabbath  Day  holy  and 
attendance  at  sacrament  meeting.  As  I  under- 
stand the  scriptures,  we  are  told  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  keep  the  Lord's  Day  without 
attending  sacrament  meeting.  It  is  not  enough 
that  we  refrain  from  our  labours  in  com- 
pliance with  the  law  of  the  Ten  Command- 
ments of  Moses,  but  our  modern  scripture 
points  out  clearly  that  we  should: 

"Go  to  the  house  of  prayer  and  offer  up 
thy  sacraments  upon  my  holy  day;  for 
verily  this  is  a  day  appointed  upon  you  to 
rest  from  your  labours,  and  to  pay  thy 
devotions  unto  the  Most  High;  Neverthe- 
less thy  vows  shall  be  offered  up  in  righ- 
teousness on  all  days  and  at  all  times;  But 
remember  that  on  this,  the  Lord's  day,  thou 
shalt  offer  thine  oblations  and  thy  sacra- 
ments unto  the  Most  High,  confessing  thy 
sins  unto  thy  brethren,  and  before  the  Lord. 
And  on  this  day  thou  shalt  do  none  other 
thing,  only  let  thy  food  be  prepared  with 
singleness  of  heart  that  thy  fasting  may  be 
perfect,  or,  in  other  words,  that  thy  joy 
may  be  full.  Verily,  this  is  fasting  and 
prayer,  or  in  other  words,  rejoicing  and 
prayer.  And  inasmuch  as  ye  do  these  things 
with  thanksgiving,  with  cheerful  hearts  and 
countenances,  not  with  much  laughter,  for 
this  is  sin,  but  with  a  glad  heart  and  a  cheer- 


ful countence — Verily  I  say,  that  inasmuch 
as  ye  do  this,  the  fullness  of  the  earth  is 
yours,  the  beasts  of  the  field  and  the  fowls 
of  the  air,  and  that  which  climbeth  upon  the 
trees  and  walketh  upon  the  earth." 

(Doctrine  and  Covenants  59:9-16) 
The  meaning  of  these  few  verses  is  quite 
clear  and  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the 
importance  of  obedience  to  this  command- 
ment. The  Lord  has  pointed  out  very  clearly 
that  all  temporal  laws  and  commandments 
have  spiritual  application.  What  then,  is 
the  spiritual  application  of  Sabbath  Day 
observance? 

One  writer  has  said: 

"To  keep  the  Sabbath  Day  holy  is  to 
learn  that  all  things  made  sacred  by  the 
Lord  are  to  be  held  in  high  regard  and 
esteemed  as  holy  and  of  great  spiritual 
worth." 

In  other  words,  there  are  many  things  in 
life  that  are  sacred  and  holy.  If  we  would 
teach  our  youth  to  honour  these  things,  we 
should  set  the  example  and  follow,  in  very 
deed,  the  first  and  oldest  of  God's  command- 
ments. There  is  something  beautiful  about 
keeping  the  Sabbath  Day  holy.  It  helps  us  to 
appreciate  our  Eternal  Father  and  the  sacri- 
fice of  His  Son.  We  need  to  pause  at  regular 
intervals  and  count  our  blessings.  We  cannot 
afford  to  break  a  single  commandment  of  the 
Lord,  for  the  laws  of  God  are  closely  allied 
with  the  laws  of  the  land.  We  cannot  teach 
our  children  respect  for  the  laws  of  the  land 
if  we  violate  the  laws  of  God. 

"Many  years  ago  a  father  openly  rebelled 
against  his  Bishop  because  he  was  counselled 
not  to  play  tennis  on  the  Sabbath  Day.  The 
Bishop  was  worried  about  the  son  of  this  man 
because  he  was  missing  his  church  meetings 
to  be  with  his  father  and  participate  in  this 
interesting  sport. 

"One  Sunday,  in  defiance  to  his  Bishop's 
counsel,  the  father  took  his  son  to  the  tennis 
courts,  which  could  easily  be  seen  through  the 
chapel  windows,  and  played  all  during  a 
sacrament  service.  The  Bishop  and  the 
congregation  looked  out  of  the  window  and 
saw  them  playing.    Nothing  was  said,  but  that 
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night  a  service  station  was  broken  into.  Money 
and  a  number  of  other  articles  were  stolen. 
The  next  morning  when  the  theft  was  dis- 
covered, the  police  were  called.  During  the 
investigation  the  Bishop  was  approached  and 
asked  if  he  could  designate  the  guilty  party. 
It  immediately  came  to  the  Bishop's  mind  that 
this  young  man  who  had  been  lead  to  violate 
the  Lord's  Day,  was  the  most  likely  one. 

"On  questioning  it  was  learned  that  he  had 
been  pursuaded  by  some  older  boys  to  do  the 
job.  The  father  was  heart-broken  and 
repented.  But  it  was  a  long  time  before  the 
young  man  overcame  his  feeling  of  guilt." 

I  am  acquainted  with  this  incident  because 
I  was  the  Bishop.  It  was  my  firm  conviction 
that  the  breaking  of  the  Sabbath  weakened  the 
resistance  of  the  young  man  to  a  point  where 
he  was  easy  prey  for  the  tempter's  snare. 

There  should  not  be  any  doubt  in  relation 
to  this  law.  Much  has  been  written  and  great 
care  taken  to  see  that  the  membership  of  the 
Church  understand  the  interpretation  of  the 
commandment.  Clear  cut  statements  such  as 
the  following,  are  found  in  all  the  writings  of 
our  Church  leaders. 

From  Joseph  F.  Smith  we  have  these  words : 
"I  am  opposed  to  Sabbath  breaking.  It  is 
wrong.  It  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  God.  It 
is  a  transgression  of  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord.  I  am  opposed  to  men,  women  and 
children  going  to  pleasure  resorts  on  the  Sab- 
bath  Day." 

And  from  Heber  J.  Grant: 
"I  feel  that  it  is  a  reproach  to  the  Latter-day 
Saints  that  we  should  have  amusements  in  our 
towns  and  cities  on  the  day  of  the  Lord.  As 
the  years  come  and  go,  and  young  men  and 
young  women  go  to  their  ruin  because  of 
losing  their  respect  for  the  Sabbath  and  the 
sacredness  of  the  day,  I  feel  that  the  men  who 
have  sat  in  the  legislature,  and  who  have  failed 
to  protect  us  against  the  evil,  will  have  much 
to  answer  for." 

The  question  is  often  asked,  "What  can  we 
do  on  the  Sabbath?"  Joseph  F.  Smith  said  this: 
"And  on  the  Sabbath  Days  .  .  .  between 
the  hours  of  service,  I  would  love  to  .  .  .  get 
acquainted  with  my  children,  keep  in  touch 
with  them,  and  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
scriptures,  and  to  think  of  something  besides 
fun  and  jokes  and  laughter  and  merriment 
and  such  things  as  these." 

I  have  great  faith  in  the  members  of  our 
Church  in  South  Africa.  I  know  your  hearts 
are  right,  and,  with  only  a  few  exceptions,  you 
are  trying  to  live  the  gospel.    But  perhaps  we 


could  all  attend  our  meetings,  and  particularly 
those  services  that  the  Lord  has  commanded 
that  we  attend,  more  regularly.  Thus  we  can 
increase  our  spirituality  and  be  an  example  to 
the  rest  of  the  world  ;  adding  our  bit  to  the 
fight  against  this  great  evil  that  seems  to  be 
sweeping  the  world — non-observance  of  the 
Lord's  Holy  Day. 

ON  THE  SHELF 


SIGNS  OF 
THE  TIMES 

by  Joseph  Fielding  Smith 

DESERET  NEWS  PRESS.  253  pages.  Price 
16  shillings. 

During  the  months  of  October  and  November, 
1942,  Elder  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Twelve,  gave  a  series  of  lectures  in 
Barratt  Hall,  Salt  Lake  City.  Large  crowds 
filled  the  hall  weekly  to  hear  Brother  Smith  dis- 
cuss the  "Signs  of  the  Times" 

In  answer  to  popular  demand,  this  lecture 
series  was  published  in  1952.  Additional  in- 
formation, principally  relating  to  the  interven- 
ing ten  years  was  added.  The  result  is  an  in- 
spiring book,  presenting  to  the  Latter-day  Saint 
reader,  a  clear,  scriptural  insight  into  the  "Signs 
of  the  Times." 

Brother  Smith  is  a  noted  scripturian,  and  this 
study  takes  full  advantage  of  his  expert  know- 
ledge. He  describes,  through  the  prophecies  of 
the  scriptures,  the  eventual  fate  of  the  earth, 
and  the  indications  of  the  fulfillment  of  that 
fate.  We  recommend  this  volume  as  an  inter- 
esting addition  to  any  Latter-day  Saint  library. 

HOW  WELL 

DO  YOU  KNOW 

THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON 

1.  What  are  the  names  of  the  three  groups 
of  people  whose  history  is  told  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon? 

2.  Who  was  the  last  surviving  prophet  of  the 
most  ancient  nation  we  read  about  in  the  Book 
of  Mormon? 

3.  From  which  three  sets  of  metal  plates,  or 
ancient  records,  was  the  Book  of  Mormon  trans- 
lated? 

4.  How  many  books  are  there  within  the 
Book  of  Mormon? 

5.  On  what  day  did  the  Angel  Moroni  deliver 
the  sacred  plates,  from  which  the  Book  of 
Mormon  was  translated,  to  Joseph  Smith? 

6.  Name  the  three  witnesses  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon? 

7.  Who  supplied  the  money  which  was  re- 
quired for  the  first  printing  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon? 

8.  Who  was  the  first  missionary  to  use  the 
Book  of  Mormon  in  proselyting  work? 

(ANSWERS   ON  PAGE  75) 
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St.  John,  5th  chapter,  39th  verse  says: 
"Search  the  scriptures,  for  in  them  ye  think 
ye  have  eternal  life,  and  they  are  they  which 
testify  of  me."  This  admonition  was  given 
by  our  Saviour,  as  He  rebuked  those  who 
criticised  Him,  for  healing  the  afflicted  man 
on  the  Sabbath.  The  Bible  tells  us  that  they 
"persecuted  Jesus,  and  sought  to  slay  Him, 
because  He  had  done  those  things  on  the 
Sabbath  Day."  These  persecutors  professed 
to  know  the  scriptures,  they  professed  to  know 
the  Sabbath  Day  and  to  keep  it  holy.  Yet  on 
this  very  day  they  persecuted  Jesus  and 
sought  for  an  excuse  to  take  His  life. 
"Search  the  scriptures,  for  in  them  ye  think 
ye  have  eternal  life."  In  substance,  the 
Saviour  was  saying  to  them:  "In  the  scriptures 
you  will  find  the  plan  and  way  of  life  eternal, 
go  search  them  and  you  will  find  that  I  am 
the  subject  of  their  testimony.  You  profess 
to  find  life  eternal  in  the  scriptures,  and  yet 
these  same  scriptures  tell  of  me,  and  that  1 
am  the  giver  of  life  eternal." 

If  these  people  had  searched  the  scriptures 
diligently  with  prayerful  hearts:  if  they  had 
accepted  the  prophets  who  had  paved  the  way 
for  the  Saviour's  coming,  they  would  have 
recognised  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,  for  whom 
they  waited.  They  would  have  recognised  Him 
as  the  Lord  of  the  Sabbath,  the  Son  of  God. 


riptures 


In  the  scriptures  we  read:  "What  is  man 
that  God  is  mindful  of  Him?"  and  the 
answer:  "Man  is  just  a  little  lower  than  the 
angels."  Only  a  little  lower,  1  presume,  in 
that  we  aie  on  a  lower  plane  in  a  different 
sphere.  If.  however,  we  will  conduct  our- 
selves in  the  right  manner  of  living  and 
thinking,  even  the  angels  could  not  be  re- 
strained from  conversing  with  us. 

The  Gospel  teaches  us  that  man  is  not  only 
a  child  of  God  but  that  he  is  destined,  if  he 
lives  for  it,  to  be  associated  eternally  with  his 
Heavenly  Father  in  carrying  out  His  eternal 
works.  New  couid  there  be  a  higher  incentive 
for  worthy  living? 

Men  and  women  must  have  a  clear  concept 
of  their  divine  origin,  and  eternal  destiny. 
And  how  are  we  to  gain  this  concept?  Only 
through  searching  the  scriptures  and  studying 
the  restored  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Let  us 
remember  that  we  are  only  saved  as  fast  as 
we  gain  knowledge.  Knowledge  is  the  only 
thing  we  take  with  us  when  we  leave  this 
sphere. 

This,  too,  we  must  remember:  A  little  know- 
ledge is  dangerous  —  it  can  mean  damnation. 
We  must  drink  deeply  into  "Mormonism"  or 
it  would  have  been  better  to  know  nothing 
about  it. 
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We  know  that  we  need  the  scriptures  because 
they  set  forth  the  plan  for  gaining  life  eternal 
They  explain  our  relationship  to  our  fellow 
men,  they  inspire  us  to  better  living,  and 
inform  us  of  many  historical  events  through- 
out the  ages. 

We  must  encourage  the  use  of  the  scriptures 
in  our  homes  and  make  time  for  prayerful 
study  of  them,  by  giving  up  some  less  import- 
ant activity.  All  the  great  men  down  through 
the  ages  were  taught  at  their  mother's  knee 
to  lisp  a  prayer  and  study  the  scriptures.  This 
made  Abraham  Lincoln,  George  Washington, 
etc.,  the  great  statesmen  that  they  were.  None 
of  these  great  men  were  ashamed  to  be  found 
reading  the  Bible  or  on  their  knees  praying 
when  they  were  in  dire  need  of  counsel,  when 
perplexed.  or  before  making  important 
decisions. 

The  scriptures  could  be  discussed  in  our 
homes  a  half  hour  each  night  before  the 
family  retires  or  at  the  supper  table.  The 
parents  could  then  answer  questions  that  might 
arise  and  a  general  quiet  discussion  could  take 
place.  If  you  have  a  family  hour,  make  use 
of  the  scriptures  —  hallow  the  Bible  and  love 
the  reading  of  it.  Make  your  children  a  gift 
of  a  pocket  edition  of  this  Holy  Book. 

We  cannot  emphasise  too  much  the  im- 
portance of  study  upon  ourselves  and  our 
children.  It  is  more  than  meat  or  drink  —  it 
is  the  touchstone  to  our  individual  develop- 
ment and  happiness.  You  who  have  little 
ones,  take  this  message  to  heart,  and  teach 
them  to  love  the  Scriptures.  Take  time  to 
explain  what  they  do  not  understand.  Do  this 
while  they  are  very,  very  young,  and  while 
you  are  still  young  als©. 

Our  children  are  only  as  strong  as  we,  their 
parents,  are.  If  both  parents  are  strong  in 
character,  the  children  will  more  than  likely 
be  the  same.  Where  there  is  only  one  of  the 
parents  strong,  you  will  find  some  in  the  family 
that  are  strong  and  others  weak.  The  sins 
of  the  fathers  shall  be  visited  upon  their 
children.  We  do  not  gather  roses  from 
thistles.  Weak  parents  are  going  to  raise 
weak  children,  who  will  likewise  grow  up 
weak  parents,  and  so  on  down  to  the  third 
and  fourth  generation.  But  God  will  show 
mercy  unto  thousands  of  them  who  through 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  will  learn  to  love 
Him  and  keep  His  commandments. 

The  prayers  of  a  righteous  mother  availeth 
much,  especially  when  she  prays  for  her 
children.  Pity  the  children  of  parents  who 
neither  pray  nor  read  a  passage  of  scripture 


to  them.  But  when  children  are  born  under 
the  covenant,  with  both  parents  strong  and 
faithful,  they  grow  through  each  cycle  of 
their  lives  untroubled  by  deep  remorse  of 
conscience,  enjoying  that  peace  of  which  the 
Saviour  spoke  when  he  said:  "Peace  I  leave 
with  you.  my  peace  I  give  unto  you;  not  as 
the  world  giveth,  give  1  unto  you."  (John 
14  :  27.)  We  know  that  the  best  time  to 
instruct  a  child  is  from  three  years  of  age  to 
eight  years  of  age.  At  this  time  a  child's 
brain  is  developing  at  a  high  rate  and  these 
are  the  most  impressionable  years  of  his  life. 

We  starve  our  children  spiritually  when  we 
give  them  but  one  meal  a  week  on  Sunday 
in  Sunday  School.  If  we  were  to  feed  them 
physically  that  way  they  would  fade  from 
before  us. 

Brothers  and  Sisters,  may  the  words  of  this 
song  ring  true  in  the  hearts  of  your  children: 
"I'll  serve  the  Lord  while   I  am  young,  and 

in    my  early   days. 
Devote    the    music    of    my    tongue    to    my 

Redeemer's  praise. 
I'll  praise  His  name,  that  He  has  given  me 

parentage  and  birth, 
Among   the   most   beloved    of  heaven,   that 

dwell   upon  the  earth. 
O  Lord,  my  parents  here  preserve,  to  teach 

me   righteousness, 
That  my  young  feet  may  never  swerve,  from 

paths  of  holiness; 
And  like  the  faithful  ones  of  old.  who  now 

behold  thy  face, 
May   I   be  formed   in  virtues  mould,  to  fill 

a  holy  place. 
While  youth  and  beauty  sweetly  twine  their 

garlands  round  my  head, 
I'll    seek    at    wisdom's    sacred    shrines,    the 

gems  that  never  fade. 
Long  may  I  sing  Thy  praises  here,  among 

Thy   saints  below, 
And  in  eternity  appear  with  them  in  glory 

too." 

In  conclusion,  let  us  bind  this  passage  of 
scripture  upon  our  hearts:  "My  son,  keep  thy 
Father's  commandments  and  forsake  not  the 
law  of  thy  Mother;  bind  them  continually  upon 
thine  heart  and  tie  them  about  thy  neck,  where 
thou  goest  it  shall  lead  thee,  when  thou  sleep- 
est  it  shall  keep  thee,  and  when  thou  awakest 
it  shall  talk  with  thee,  for  the  commandment 
is  a  lamp,  and  instruction,  the  way  of  life,  not 
death." 

May  our  Heavenly  Father  bless  us  to  this 
end.  T  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.   Amen. 


74 


CUMORAHS   SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


Ma  v.  1957. 


THE  VALUE 

of 

A  TESTIMONY 


By  I.  C.  LOUW 
(Transvaal  District  President) 

T3RES1DENT   HEBER   J.  GRANT 

once  said: — "I  wish  with  all 
my  heart  that  all  the  members  of  the 
Church  would  have  the  loyalty  in 
their  hearts,  not  to  only  believe  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  but  to  put  in  into 
practice ! " 

When  we  entered  the  church  through  the 
waters  of  baptism,  we  felt  that  we  really  had 
a  testimony  of  the  gospel  ;  especially  those  of 
us  who  had  been  converted  to  the  church.  But 
is  our  testimony  now  strong  enough  to  endure 
the  trials  that  will  come  to  us  as  Latter-day 
Saints'?  Sometimes  it  is  only  after  we  have 
been  baptised  that  we  really  have  to  face  the 
opposition  of  Satan  and  his  angels.  What  can 
we  do  to  strengthen  that  testimony?  What  is 
the  value  of  our  testimony,  and  how  can  we 
increase  its  value? 


We  are  taught  that  in  this  Church  we  either 
progress  or  retrogress.  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  stagnancy.  So  it  is  with  our  testimony.  It 
either  grows  stronger  or  weaker.  We  alone 
are  able  to  work  out  the  direction  we  will  go — 
forward  or  backward.  Incidents  will  arise  in 
our  lives  in  this  church  when  members  whom 
we  had  great  faith  in.  whom  we  looked  up  to. 


do  something  that  will  shake  the  very 
foundation  of  our  testimony.  This  should  not 
happen,  but  the  human  flesh  is  weak  and  we 
never  know  the  strength  of  Satan.  It  is  then 
that  the  value  of  our  testimony  is  set  a  test  of 
endurance.    The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  said:  — 

"Those  who  keep  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord  and  walk  in  His  statutes 
to  the  end  are  the  only  individuals  per- 
mitted to   sit  at  His  glorious   feast." 

What  can  we  do  to  strengthen  our  testi- 
monies from  day  to  day?  I  am  thankful  for 
the  opportunities  I  was  given  when  still  an 
investigator  of  the  church  to  be  active  in  it, 
because  I  know  that  it  is  through  partici- 
pation in  the  activities  of  the  East  London 
Branch  that  I  gained  a  testimony  of  the 
divinity  of  the  restored  gospel.  Then,  after 
becoming  a  member  of  the  church,  I  was  given 
many  responsibilities  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Springs  branch,  when  it  was  founded  in  the 
time  of  President  Dalton.  I  am  thankful  to 
the  Lord  for  these  opportunities  and  I  am 
sure  they  helped  to  build  my  testimony. 

We  are  fortunate  in  this  Church  that  the 
Lord  has  provided  work  for  all  of  us  to  do  in 
his  kingdom.  The  perfect  organization  of  this 
Church  caters  for  young  and  old.  Great 
opportunities  for  development  await  any  con- 
vert to  the  Church,  be  he  a  poorly  educated 
man  or  woman  or  a  university  graduate.  The 
various  auxiliaries  provide  a  chance  for  even 
three  of  four  year-olds  to  do  something  that 
will  help  them  as  they  grow  in  the  Church.  We 
have  the  Primary  organization  where  some  of 
the  most  able  mothers  give  of  their  time  to 
teach  the  little  children  the  gospel,  in  word  and 
in  practice.  I  have  seen  some  of  the  tiniest 
little  girls  stand  up  and  lead  the  sacrament 
gem  in   Sunday  School. 

That  is  only  a  beginning  of  many  oppor- 
tunities that  will  come  to  that  child  if  he  or 
she  will  remain  faithful.  I  feel  that  many  of 
our  parents   are  not  making  full   use  of  the 
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provision  made  for  the  development  of  their 
little  children  through  the  Primary  organi- 
zation. The  children  are  not  only  taught  the 
Gospel,  but  they  are  given  training  in  taking 
responsibilities  upon   tkemselves. 

Then  we  have  the  Sunday  School  that  pro- 
vides specially  prepared  lessons,  by  the  most 
competent  people,  for  young  and  old.  In 
this  Church  Sunday  School  is  not  meant  for 
children  only,  but  for  the  oldest  members  in 
the  church  just  as  well.  There  are  oppor- 
tunities for  every  person  to  become  a  teacher 
in  some  class  or  other,  by  a  system  of  rotation 
of  officers.  Can  one  learn  anything  better 
than  by  teaching  it  to  others,  provided  he  is 
diligent  and  conscientious? 

Quoting  President  Grant  again :  — 
"There  is  no  dividend  that  any  human 
being  can  draw  from  bonds  or  stocks, 
or    anything    in    the    wealth    of    the 
world,  that  compares  with  the  know- 
ledge in  one's  heart  that  he  or  she  has 
been  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
God,  of  shaping  some  life  for  good." 
We  do  find  some  who  are  so   reluctant  to 
take   the   responsibilities   of  teaching   a  class. 
They  don't  realise   the  opportunities  they  are 
losing. 

Then  we  have  that  wonderful  women's 
organization,  the  Relief  Society,  that  takes 
care  of  the  spiritual  and  temporal  needs  of  so 
many  of  our  female  members.  Opportunities 
are  given  to  those  seeking  something  that  will 
help  them  to  progress  and  prepare  themselves 
for  greater  things  in  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
Woman  give  unselfishly  of  their  energy  in 
providing  for  the  poor  and  afflicted.  They 
help  to  raise  funds  to  build  chapels  or  fill  the 
storehouses  of  the  Church.  They  give  of  their 
time  to  teach  others  ;  not  only  the  Gospel,  but 
also  to  cook,  bake  and  sew.  All  these  activi- 
ties are  the  sources  from  which  some  of  the 
great  women  of  the  Church,  and  I  venture  to 
say,  some  of  our  great  men  of  the  Church, 
received  their  strong  testimonies. 

Then,  for  the  grown  men  we  have  the 
greatest  gift  that  God  has  given  to  His  sons 
here  on  earth  .  .  .  the  Holy  Priesthood. 
Is  there  anything,  here  or  anywhere  else, 
that  provides  one  with  greater  joy  than  to  be 
constantly  engaged  in  priesthood  assignments? 
When  does  one  feel  more  the  desire  to  express 
his  testimony  of  the  truthfulness  of  the 
Restored  Gospel  than  when  his  heart  is  filled 
with  the  satisfaction  that  he  has  done  his 
duty  to  God  and  his  fellow-man?  The  oppor- 
tunity of  visiting  the  homes  of  the  members 
gives     understanding     of     the     problems     of 


humanity.  Branch  Teaching,  sick  visiting, 
assisting  the  old  and  those  unable  to  help  them- 
selves— these  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  faith 
building  assignments  that  exist  in  this  organi- 
zation. Of  course,  these  are  not  for  those  who 
are  not  interested  in  progressing  in  the  Church. 
One  must  have  high  ideals  and  a  desire  to  put 
himself  at  the  service  of  those  who  preside 
over  the  Church — not  the  desire  to  hold  high 
office  as  a  reward,  or  to  be  mentioned  as  a 
good  member:  just  a  humble  desire  to  serve 
the  Lord.  If  you  can  serve  the  Lord  with 
selfless  desire  for  the  Gift  of  Eternal  life 
then  your  testimony  is  of  the  greatest  value. 
I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  fact,  that  one's 
testimony  is  increased  in  value,  only  by  con- 
stant activity  in  the  programme  of  the  Church. 
You  don't  have  to  hold  office  to  be  active. 

So  let  us  labour  diligently  and  be  able  to 
say  as  the  Apostle  Peter  in  John  6:69  "We 
believe  and  are  sure  that  Thou  art  that  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  Living  God. 

ANSWERS 

1.  The  Jaredites  (about  2200  B.C.),  the 
Nephites  and  Lamanites  (about  600  B.C.),  and 
the  Mulekites  (about  598  B.C.). 

2.  Ether. 

3.  The  Plates  of  Nephi  (large  and  small),  the 
plates  of  Mormon  (an  abridgment  of  the  Plates 
of  Nephi,  with  further  commentaries  and  his- 
tory), and  the  Plates  of  Ether  (abridged  by 
Moroni).  The  Brass  Plates  of  Laban  are  men- 
tioned often  in  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

4.  Fifteen. 

5.  September  22,   1827. 

6.  Oliver  Cowdery,  David  Whitmer  and 
Martin  Harris. 

7.  Martin  Harris  mortgaged  his  farm  for 
$3,000  to  pay  for  the  first  printing  of  5.000  copies 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

8.  In  June,  1830.  Samuel  Harrison  began  a 
missionary  journey  to  the  Eastern  United  States 
with  several  copies  of  the  book  of  Mormon.  He 
sold  few  copies,  but  one  was  the  instrument  of 
conversion  for  Brigham  Young. 

POEM 

FAITH 

by   Florence  Hinchman 

Faith  stilled  the  stormy  waves  that  lashed 

The  Seas  of  Galilee. 
Faith  calmed  the  soul  of  one  who  prayed 

In  old  Gethsemane 
A  beacon  light,  its  flame  undimmed, 

Unchanged  by  ageless  time  and  tide 
Though  tyrants  rise  and  foes  assail 

His  truths  shall  still  abide. 
Bulwark  of  strength  for  all  mankind. 

In  triumph  faith  leads  on 
To  find  earth's  binding  peace  at  last 

Beyond  tomorrow's  dawn. 
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PORT  EU248ETM 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Lionel  Bibb, 

376  Jorissen  Street,  Surmyside,  Pretoria. 
Branch  Reporter:   Sister   Sheila   Bibb. 

Rudolph  Brummer  and  T.  Brummer.  with 
their  families,  have  now  settled  in  Pretoria  and 
we  are  glad  to  see  them  at  our  meetings. 

Our  attendance  at  meetings  has  been  depleted 
lately  by  sickness  in  the  van  Staden  and  Faber 
families.  We  are  happv  to  report  that  they  have 
now  recovered  from  the  mumps  and  chicken- 
pox  which  beset  them. 

Sister  Cooksley  is  still  on  the  sick  list  and  we 
pray  for  her  speedy  recovery. 

We  welcome  back  Brother  and  Sister  Pienaar 
and  Sister  Rautenbach  who  have  been  away  on 
holiday. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  Hans  and  Tove 
Rohde  from  South  West  Africa  visit  with  us  on 
April  7.  At  our  meeting  that  evening  the  Dis- 
trict Presidency  was  visiting.  Talks  were  given 
by  Brother  Willie  Brummer  and  Brother  Hans 
Rohde.  Brother  and  Sister  Hebditch,  members 
from  England,  also  visited  us  that  evening.  They 
are  living  in  Springs. 

There  was  a  small  attendance  at  our  Easter 
services.  We  would  like  to  thank  the  Brother- 
tons  for  the  beautiful  white  dahlias  which  they 
provided  for  the  occasion. 

The  branch  is  nutting  forth  a  determined 
effort  to  have  a  chapel  in  two  years.  The 
Branch  Presidency  has  asked  each  member  to 
give  one  month's  salary  everv  two  years.  We 
are  grateful  for  the  support  of  this  scheme. 

PIETERMARITZBURO  BRANCH 
Franch  President:   R.   M.  Morrissey, 

271   Boom   Street.   Pietermaritzburg. 

Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Jovce  Morrissey. 

Brother  George  Morison  left  for  Port  Shep- 
stone  at  the  end  of  last  month,  and  we  pray 
that  he  will  be  happy  in  his  new  home. 

We  were  happy  to  visit  with  Elders  Badger. 
Hadley.  Monson  and  Paxman  as  they  passed 
through  on    their   way   home  this  month.     We 


had  all  four  of  them  talk  to  us  in  Sunday  School 
Elder  E  R.  Peterson  also  called  to  see  us  on  his 
way  home 

We  have  said  good-bye  to  Elder  T.  C.  Wright 
who  was  transferred  and  have  welcomed  Elder 
M.  Merrill  who  has  been  assigned  here. 

On  April  4  we  had  two  visitors  at  our  Primary; 
Sister  Grant  from  Queenstown  and  her  friend 
Mr.  Jenkin. 

Sister  McCathie  has  just  returned  from  a  holi- 
day in  the  country. 

A  branch  social  was  held  on  April  20  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Morrissey.  Games 
and  refreshments  were  enjoyed  by  all. 

On  Sunday.  April  21,  we  held  special  services 
to  commemorate  Easter.  Practically  everyone 
children  sang  in  the  morning  and  the  Priesthood 
in  the  branch  took  part  in  the  programme.  The 
took  charge  of  the  evening  service. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  Presidency:   Sydney  J.  Spear, 

154  Waverley   Road.  Bloemfontein. 
Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Mona  Spear. 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  Robert  Milne  back 
in  the  branch.  We  will  be  grateful  for  his  active 
support. 

The  branch  teachers  and  Relief  Society  visit- 
ing teachers  are  continuing  their  work  in  hopes 
that  they  will  be  able  to  re-activate  several 
families. 

The  Priesthood  and  Relief  Society  are  still 
meeting  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Harvey  Spear  and  activity  is  good  despite  the 
small  numbers  The  branch  enjoys  the  constant 
spirit  of  love  and  unity. 

The  principal  event  of  April  was  the  branch 
conference.  We  had  as  visitors  from  mission 
headquarters  Elders  B.  V.  Milne.  R.  R.  Olson  and 
C.  Asplund.  It  was  a  lovely  day  and  everyone 
that  attended  was  benefitted.  Branch  President 
Spear  and  several  new  branch  officers  were  sus- 
tained in  their  positions.  We  wish  them  suc- 
cess. 

WELKOM  BRANCH 
Branch   President:   Elder  M.  D.  Caldwell, 

48  S^uben  Street.  Rpitz  Park. 
Branch   Reporter:    Sister  Joyce   Parkin. 

On  March  31  a  baptismal  service  was  held  at 
the  Welkom  Mines  Club  sw'mming  bath.  Sister 
Lvnn  Campbell  and  Sister  Hilda  Botha  entered 
the  waters  of  baptism.  The  sisters  were  con- 
firmed at  the  evening  service 

We  were  visited  bv  Elders  R  R.  Olson  and  C 
T.  Asplund  at  our  evening  service  on  March  31 
Both  °ave  talks.  During  the  service  the  elders 
blessed  three  children:  Duncan  Campbell  and 
Anrh-ew  a'jd  Linda  Botha. 

We  were  sorry  to  sav  goou-bye  to  Eld^r  Larry 
Anderson  We  welcome  Elder  Harold  Jensen 
who  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  Welkom. 

We  are  sorrv  to  reDOrt  that  Sister  M.  Botha 
is  ill  with  oneumonia.  We  pray  that  she  will 
recover  soon. 

RAMAH   BRANCH 
Branch  President:    K.   B.   Chater, 

61  16th  Street.  Orange  Grove  Johannesburg. 
Branch  Renorter:    Tex  W.  Smith. 

The  saints  in  Raman  are  full  of  expectation. 
The  new  organ,  a  gift  from  Elder  Paul  T 
Thome  has  been  installed  in  the  new  chapel. 
The  pews  are  in  and  all  we  are  waiting  for  is 
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the  dedication.  Sister  Olive  Wallace  has  been 
studying  dilligently  on  the  organ  for  the  occa- 
sion. 

A  lovely  baby  girl  was  born  on  March  29  to 
Sister  Signe  Thompson  and  her  husband. 

President  I.  C.  Louw  and  Brother  Johann 
Brummer  of  the  district  presidency  paid  a  visit 
to  Ramah  on  Sunday,  March  31  and  gave  in- 
spiring talks. 

Sister  van  Niekerk  is  still  on  the  sick  list. 

Sister  Dawn  Owen-Davies  became  the  radiant 
bride  of  Brother  Ken  Muir  on  April  6.  They 
were  married  by  Brother  N.  G.  Muir  in  the  new 
chapel  which  was  beautifully  flowered  for  the 
occasion.  The  reception  was  held  at  Ramah, 
and  the  happy  couple  left  Saturday  night  en 
route  to  a  new  home  in  Canada. 

Sunday,  April  7,  the  M.I.A.  took  charge  of  the 
evening  service.  M.I.A.  awards  were  presented 
by  the  Branch  President  to  Audrey  Louw, 
Wendy  Kellner,  Myrna  Smith  and  June  Muir. 

Brother  Colin  Kroesen  had  a  slight  nose 
operation  but  is  progressing  favourably. 

Ramah  enjoyed  the  visit  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Hans  Rohde  of  South  West  Africa  and  Brother 
Don  Park  of  Cape  Town. 

Sister  Muriel  Barnes  was  taken  to  hospital 
suddenly,  but  has  been  taken  home  and  is  now 
progressing  favourably. 

The  Ramah  choir  is  hard  at  rehearsals  of 
choral  numbers  for  the  dedication  of  the  new 
chapel. 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  H.  D.  Boucher, 

20  Kings  Ave.,  Bulawayo. 
Branch  Reporter:   Sister  M.  A.  Paterson. 

A  junior  Sunday  School  has  been  formed  in 
the  Bulawayo  Branch.  It  is  directed  by  Sister 
Hertog. 

The  Easter  holidays  have  passed  quietly  for 
the  branch.  Reeders  were  away  camping,  the 
Jubbers  were  at  the  farm  and  the  Fouries  were 
in  Northern  Rhodesia. 

Elder  Boucher  and  Elder  McCue,  with  the 
Elders  from  Salisbury  made  a  trip  to  Victoria 
Palls.  They  went  with  the  Pouchai  family  of 
Salisbury. 

PORT   ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Clarence   Doller, 

63  Heugh  Road,  Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth. 
Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Mad^e  McHugh. 

Brother  and  Sister  Pat  Everton  and  Brother 
and  Sister  Clack  welcomed  new  sons  into  their 
home  this  month.  Unfortunately  it  means  that 
the  Clack  family  will  be  transferred  to  Germis- 
ton  and  we  will  miss  them.  Brother  Clack  is 
already  there  and  his  wife  will  follow  in  a  few 
weeks. 

We  were  also  sorry  to  lose  Brother  and  Sister 
Griffith.  Snr.,  who  liave  moved  to  Worcester 
C.P  We  thank  Sister  Griffith  for  the  donation 
of  her  electric  stove. 

The  M.I.A.  handled  an  evening  service  this 
month  with  the  theme.  "The  Glory  of  God  is 
Intelligence."  Talks  were  given  bv  Johanna 
Doller.  Mavis  Scheckle  and  Elder  I.  K.  Burbank 
in  organ  solo  was  played  by  Sister  Madge 
McHugh. 

An  Easter  oarty  wa.s  given  by  the  MIA.  on 
Thursday  night.  There  were  games,  a  treasure 
hunt  and  refreshments. 


SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  H.  deC.  Hugo, 

51  Athlone  Ave.,   Strubenvale,   Springs. 
Branch  Reporter:  Brother  N.  C.  van  Niekerk. 

District  President  I.  C.  Louw  and  Brother 
Danny  Paterson  were  the  speakers  at  sacra- 
ment service  on  March  23. 

On  April  6,  Sister  Genevieve  Futter,  daughter 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Reaford  Futter,  was 
married  to  Mr.  Lionel  Rayston  Tyler,  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs.  B.  R.  Tyler,  of  Springs.  Brother  N.  G. 
Muir  performed  the  ceremony. 

The  bride  was  a  charming  picture  in  white 
lace.  The  bride's  maid,  Sister  Marlene  Louw, 
wore  salmon  pink  with  blue  accessories  for  the 
occasion.  Brother  Noel  Futter  was  the  best 
man. 

A  reception  was  held  in  the  recreation  hall, 
and  many  friends  and  saints  gathered  to  wish 
the  young  couple  success. 

On  March  26  the  Relief  Society  held  a  dinner 
and  games  evening  in  the  recreation  hall.  The 
saints  enjoyed  the  party  and  the  Relief  Society 
raised  a  good  sum  to  help  them  in  their  work. 
During  the  month  of  March  Sister  Phyllis 
Armstrong  made  head-lines  in  the  East  London 
Daily  Despatch  when  she  was  on  tour  with  the 
East  Daggafontein  Ladies'  Bowling  Club. 

Branch  President  Hugo  and  his  family  spent 
a  week  on  leave  at  Durban. 

On  April  14  the  M.I.A.  held  a  fire-side  chat 
after  sacrament  service.  An  original  pro- 
gramme was  presented  by  Brothers  Louw. 
Harris,  Botha  and  Futter. 

On  Good  Friday  three  cars  loaded  with  mem- 
bers motored  out  to  warmbaths    to    spend    the 
Easter  week-end.    A  large  number  of  Saints  got 
together  at  the  home  of  President  Louw  on  this 
occasion.    Members  and  elders  had  a  good  time. 
Brothers    Ken    Armstrong   and   Ronnie   Louw 
spoke  at  the  sacrament  service  on  Easter  Sun- 
day.    The  Priesthood     Chorus,    with    Val    van 
Niekerk,    Ronnie     Louw,     Doug     Hulbert,     Noel 
Futter  and   Ken    Armstrong    are    to    be     com- 
mended for  their  fine  singing  at  this  service. 
Elder  J.  R.  Hicken  has  left  for  Durban 
On  April  18  the  M.I.A.  held  a  very  successful 
games  night. 

Primary   Mother,   Sister   Harris,  reports   good 

spirit  and  activity  among  the  Primary  children. 

Sister  June  van  Niekerk  is  on  a  five-day  tour 

with  her  class   mates   to   the   Kruger  National 

Park. 

MOWBRAY   BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Alwin  Hubert 

129  Beach   Road.    Mouille   Point. 
Branch  Reporter:   Beatrice  E.    Smith. 

A  pleasant  surprise  was  planned  for  Sister 
Fisher  at  the  Relief  Society  meeting  on  March 
28.  It  was  discovered  that  her  birthday  was  on 
March  30,  so  after  the  usual  meeting.  Sister  Ivy 
Foune  presented  Sister  Fisher  with  a  beautiful 
bouquet  of  flowers  on  behalf  of  the  sisters. 

Brother  and  Sister  Hans  Rohde  of  South 
West  Africa  paid  us  a  brief  visit  as  they  were 
passing  through  on  their  way  to  the  Transvaal. 

Delene  van  Rooyen  has  been  suffering  from 
scarlet  fever,   but  is  recovering  favourably. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  Sister 
Lilian  Brown  on  the  death  of  her  niece. 

Anthony  Jefferies  is  now  home  from  hospital. 

An  evening's  outing  was  sponsored  by  the 
M.I.A.  on  April  2.    Members  were  invited  to  join 
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in  a  braaivleis  at  Eerste  River  on  Brother  Eric 
Jakins'  farm.  They  travelled  by  car  and  by 
lorry  to  the  picnic  spot.  After  the  lunch. 
Brother  Gordon  Terblanche  led  the  group  in 
an  old-fashioned  sing-song. 

We  welcome  Sister  Rosemary  Steen-Nielssen. 
who  returned  to  Cape  Town  after  a  stay  in 
Durban. 

Brother  Denis  Theys  and  his  son.  Michael, 
both  suffered  attacks  of  virus  infection  this 
month.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  both  of 
them  have  recovered. 

Sister  Irene  Newton  has  gone  on  holiday  to 
Northern  Rhodesia   to   visit  her  family. 

The  M.I.A.  directed  the  Sunday  evening  pro- 
gramme on  April  7.  The  talks  were  given  by 
Sister  LaVerne  Park,  Brother  Martin  Rayner 
and  Sister  Fisher. 

The  Relief  Society  work  evening  was  also  a 
farewell  to  two  of  our  younger  sisters.  Altha  van 
Schalkwyk  and  Claire  Kendrick,  both  of  whom 
have  been  very  faithful  members.  Books  were 
presented  to  the  girls  by  President  Ivy  Fourle. 

Our  sympathy  goes  to  Brother  Sam  and  Mrs- 
Terblanche  in  the  tragic  loss  of  their  father  in 
the  Woodstock  train  crash.  May  they  be  com- 
forted in  their  sorrow. 

Some  of  the  members  took  advantage  of  the 
four-day  Easter  holiday  to  travel.  The  weather 
was  lovely  and  a  group  of  young  people  from  the 
branch,  with  the  missionaries,  climbed  Table 
Mountain.  There  were  special  programmes  at 
both  Easter  Day  services,  and  a  special  day  for 
the  children  in  the  Junior  Sunday  School. 

DURBAN    BRANCH 
Branch   President:    J.  M.  Jakins. 

116 A  Currie  Road,  Durban. 
Branch  Reporter:    Sister  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

Durban  district  missionaries  conducted  the 
sacrament  service  on  March  31.  They  had  as 
their  speakers  Elders  Hadley,  Badger,  Monson, 
Paxman,  who  were  travelling  through  to  home. 

Other  visitors  to  our  branch  were  Brother  and 
Sister  Hans  Rohde  of  South  West  Africa. 

The  sacrament  service  on  April  7  was  pre- 
sented by  the  M.I.A.  The  aims,  purposes  and 
accomplishments  of  this  organization  were  out- 
lined by  the  speakers. 

On  April  16,  the  M.I.A.  sponsored  a  dance 
which  was  well  attended  and  thoroughly  en- 
joyed. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  entertained  Sister 
Thomas  Owen  at  a  Stork  Shower  on  April  18. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  there  was  any  more 
happy  person  on  Easter  Monday  than  Sister 
Mary  Vice  of  Margate.  President  Jakins 
arranged  and  conducted  a  sacrament  meeting 
in  her  home.  There  was  a  beautiful  spirit  in 
the  home  and  13  members  from  Durban 
attended  the  service. 

LUANSHYA   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Douglas  E.  Charsley, 

121  "F"  Ave.,  Luanshya. 

Branch  Reporter:   Jeanne  Charsley. 

We  were  glad  to  see  Brother  Ronnie  Roux 
and  his  wife  and  daughter  back  from  their  holi- 
day in  the  Union. 

Easter  programmes  were  given  in  Sunday 
School  and  sacrament  meeting  on  Easter  Sun- 
day. 

A  very  enjoyable  branch  picnic  was  held  at 


the  Kafubu  River  on  April  19.  The  crocodiles 
behaved  themselves  and  those  hardy  souls  who 
went  swimming  returned  safely. 

Those  present  at  the  braaivleis  on  Saturday. 
April  20.  had  an  enjoyable  time. 

Elder  Butler  gave  his  farewell  talk  at  the 
Easter  Sacrament  service  and  also  sang  a  solo. 
We  are  sorry  to  see  him  leave  and  pray  that  the 
Lord  will  bless  him. 


BLESSINGS 

ROHDE,  Hans  Christian  (Out-of-Branchj  by 
Hans  Ejvind  Nissen  Rohde  on  March  3rd,  1957. 

RHYNES,  Cheryl  Anthonette  (Out-of-Branch) 
by  Kelvin  M.  Smith,  on  April  6,  1957. 

BRUMMER,  Mauri ts  Rudolph  ( Pretoria)  by  Ellis 
Ray  Peterson,  on  April  7,  1957. 

BIRTHS 

THOMPSON,  Heather  Kay  (Ramah)  to  Sister 
Sign?  G.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Samuel  J 
Thompson  on  March  22,  1957. 

MARRIAGES 

MUIR,  Melvin  Kenneth  to  Dawn  OWEN- 
DAVIES  (Ramah  i  on  April  6,  1957. 

BAPTISMS 

HOEXTER,  Elizabeth  Mona  (Ross)    (Pretoria)— 

b  Ellis  Ray  Peterson;   c.  John  Larry  Nelson; 

March  17,  1957. 
WRENCH,       Michael       Sinclair       (Ramah)— b. 

Wilfred    S.    Wrech     c.    Kenneth    B.    Chater; 

February  17,  1957. 
RAUTENBACH,    Gesina     (Ramah)— b.    and    c. 

Nunham  G.  Stanford;  March  17,  1957. 
HAMILTON,  Dorothy  Ethel   (Ramah)—  b.  and 

c-  Koven  L.  Hadfield;  March  17,  1957. 
MOORE,  David  Michael  (Ramah)— b.  Koven  L. 

Hadfield;  c.   Kenneth   Sutherland;    March  17. 

1957. 

ORDINATIONS 

JAKINS,  Duanc  (Out-of  Branch)  by  J.  Melver- 

ton  Jakins  on  March  31.  1957 — Deacon. 
SMITH,   Max    Gail    (Durban)    by   Cornelius   A. 

Smith  on  March  17,  1957 — Deacon. 
SMITH,  Norman   Wynne    (Durban)    by   J.   Mel- 

verton  Jakins  on  March  17,  1957 — Deacon. 
BILLETT,   Douglas   Derek    (Durban)   by  James 

Gillette  on  March  17.  1957— Teacher. 
OWEN,    Thomas    (Durban)    by    Hendrik   J.    M. 

Pelser  on  March  17.  1957 — Priest. 
PELSER,  Hendrik  Jacobus  Martienus   (Durban* 

by  J.   Melverton  Jakins  on  March   17,   1957 — 

Priest. 

EMIGRATIONS 

BENNEE,  Dr.  A.  John,  Sister  Bennee  and  their 
familv  flew  to  Cardston.  Alberta.  Canada,  in 
March.  1957. 

MUIR.   Melvin  Kenneth  and  Sister  Dawn  Muir 

sailed   for    Edmonton,     Alberta,    Canada,    on 
March  12.  1957. 

DEATHS 

JUBBER,  Cecilia  Helena  (Vil.ioen)  (Out-of- 
Branc'i),  Southern  Rhodesia — March  3.  1957. 
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ARRIVALS 


From  left  to  right:  Elder  E.  R.  Peterson,  Elder 

R.  R.   Olson,   President    Glen    G.  Fisher    Sister 

Holly  Fisher. 

THE  last  American  missionaries  to  labour  in 
South  Africa  sailed  away  from  its  shores  on 
Good  Friday,  April  19. 

President  Glen  G.  Fisher  bade  farewell  to 
Elders  R.  R.  Olson  and  E.  R.  Peterson  on  that 
afternoon,  and  the  South  African  Mission 
achieved  a  unique  position.  It  is  probably  the 
first  mission  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  to  be  operated  entirely  by 
members  of  the  British  Commonwealth. 

President  Fisher,  and  his  65  missionaries,  ex- 
cept for  one  South  African,  represent  wards  and 
branches  in  the  four  Canadian  stakes  and  two 
Canadian  missions.  There  are  two  lady  mis- 
sionaries in  the  group. 

The  lone  South  African,  Elder  B.  V.  Milne  of 
Bloemfontein,  will  soon  be  joined  by  other  local 
members  who  will  be  called  to  help  maintain 
the  great  work  that  needs  to  be  done. 

The  mission  has  reached  a  new  stage  of 
development.  Proselyting  work  is  progressing 
favourably.  All  of  the  branches,  except  three, 
are  now  under  the  direction  of  local  Priesthood 
holders.  Three  new  chapels  have  been  com- 
pleted during  the  past  year  and  are  awaiting 
dedication. 

President  Fisher  is  looking  forward  to  a  period 
of  sustained  progress  of  the  work  of  the  Lord  in 
South  Africa. 


Two  new  elders  arrived  on  April  18  aboard 
the  Cape  Town  Castle.  They  were  Elder  David 
C.  LeBaron  of  Barnwell,  Alberta  and  Elder 
Sylvan  G.  D.  Butler  of  Hillspring,  Alberta.  Elder 
LeBaron  has  been  assigned  to  the  Salisbury  area 
with  Elder  L.  E.  Dahl.  Elder  Butler  is  working 
in  Bulawayo  with  Elder  H.  D.  Bougher. 


TRANSFERS 


Name 
March  30 

L.  E.  Dahl 
H.  D.  Boucher 
L.  K.  Anderson 
N.  J.  Law 
D.  A.  Hunt 
T.  C.  Wright 
April  22 

G.  C.  Valgardson 
K.  G.  Furgason 
N.  G.  Stanford 
K.  M.  Smith 
D.  C.  Butler 
J.  R.  Hicken 
L'Dean  McCue 
J.  M.  Holt 


To 


Salisbury 
Bulawayo 
Cape  Town 
East  Rand 
East  Rand 
West  Rand 

Natal 
Pretoria 
Kitwe 
West  Rand 
Natal 
Natal 

West  Rand 
East  Rand 


From 


Mission  Office 
Cape  Town 
Welkom 
Pretoria 
West  Rand 
Natal 

East  Rand 
Natal 

West  Rand 
Natal 
Kitwe 
East  Rand 
Bulawayo 
Salisbury 


-O— 


APPOINTMENTS 

Elder  K.  G.  Furgason  was  appointed  supervis- 
ing elder  of  the  Pretoria  district  on  April  22. 

Elder  K.  M.  Smith  was  appointed  supervising 
elder  of  the  West  Rand  district  on  April  22. 

Elder  D.  C.  Butler  was  appointed  district  presi- 
dent and  supervising  elder  of  the  Natal  district 
on  April  22. 

Elder  L.  E.  Dahl  was  appointed  branch  presi- 
dent of  the  Salisbury  Branch  on  March  30. 

Elder  H.  D.  Boucher  was  appointed  branch 
president  of  the  Bulawayo  Branch  on  March  30. 

Elder  K.  H.  Salmon  was  appointed  supervising 
elder  of  the  East  Rand  district  on  March  30. 


TN    darkness   eyes   will    seek    the 
-*-    and  search  a  guiding  beam. 
Each  spark  or  fire  catches  them 
and  turns  them  to  its  beam. 


light 


A     WAYWARD  spark,  a  dancing  blaze 
■^^      some  careless  souls   have   drawn. 
While    those    of    righteousness    stiil    seek 
and    walk,    by    faith,    till    dawn. — C.T.A. 
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'*  AFTER  writing  the  account  given  of  the  Saviour's  ministry  to  the  remnant  of  the 
seed  of  Jacob,  upon  this  continent,  it  was  easy  to  he  seen,  as  the  prophet  said 
it  would  he.  that  darkness  covered  the  earth  and  gross  darkness  the  minds  of  the  people. 
On  reflecting  further  it  was  easy  to  he  seen  that  amid  the  great  strife  and  noise  con- 
cerning religion,  none  had  the  authority  from  Clod  to  administer  the  ordinances  of  the 
Gospel.  For  the  question  might  he  asked,  have  men  authority  to  administer  in  the 
name  of  Christ,  who  deny  revelations,  when  His  testimony  is  no  less  than  the  spirit  of 
prophecy,  and  his  religion  based,  built  and  sustained  by  immediate  revelations,  in  all 
ages  of  the  world  when  He  has  had  a  people  on  the  earth?  .... 

"The  Lord,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  and  ever  willing  to  answer  the  consistent  prayer 
of  the  humble,  after  we  had  called  Him  in  a  fervent  manner,  aside  from  the  abodes  of 
men.  condescended  to  manifest  to  us  His  will  .  .  . 

"While  the  veil  was  parted  and  the  angel  of  God  came  down  clothed  with  glory, 
and  delivered  the  anxiously  looked  for  message,  and  the  keys  of  the  Gospel  of 
repentance  .... 

"  ....  we  received  under  his  hand  the  Holy  Priesthood  as  he  said,  'Upon  you 
my  fellow  servants,  in  the  name  of  the  Messiah,  I  confer  the  Priesthood  and  this 
authority,  which  shall  remain  upon  the  earth,  that  the  Sons  of  Levi  may  yet  offer  an 
offering  unto  the  Lord  in  righteousness !"  OLIVER  COWDERY. 

If----  fs&mm 
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"V\7'HEN  earth  in  bondage  long  had  lain. 

And  darkness  o'er  the  nations   reigned. 
And  all  man's  precepts  proved  in  vain, 
A  perfect  system  to  obtain. 


A  voice  resounded   from   on   high. 
Hark!  Hark!  it  is  the  angel's  cry. 
Descending  from  the  throne  of  light. 
His   garments  shining  clear   and  white. 


TJESTORED  the  Priesthood,  long  since  lost. 

In  truth  and  power  as  at  the  first ; 
Thus  men,  commissioned  from  on  high. 
Came  forth  and  did   repentance  cry, 

Baptizing  those  who  did  believe. 
That  they  the  Spirit  might  receive. 
In  fulness,  as  in  days  of  old. 
And  have  one  Shepherd  and  one  fold. 

—Parley  P.  Pratt. 
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